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PEARL BEACH PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC 
GENERAL MEETING MINUTES  

Saturday 2 February 2019 at 5:00 PM 
 
WELCOME 

The President welcomed the community to the first meeting of the year for The Pearl Beach Progress 
Association. In attendance: Peter Romey (in the Chair), Russell Grove, Malcolm Davison, Libby Nelson, 
Lynne Lillico, Gabby Crompton, Donna Higgins, Jane Clarke, Bev Kingston, Gary Phillips, Di Swalwell, 
Vic Clarke, Paul Wickham, Tony McGrepor, Jill Easterbrook, Di McGregor, Jeanette Sims, Richard Sims, 
Valerie Taylor, John Haymes, Gaby Porter, Ros Sumner, Ross Christie, Bronwen Young, Stephen 
Parsons, Ann Parsons, Alan Crompton, Victoria Crawford, Ian Crawford, Peter Connor, Fay Austin, 
Klaas and Aafke Woldring, Lynette Rich, Phillip Rich, Larry Nelson, Alison Phillips, Bev Lapacek, Bill 
Abbott, Malcolm and Dorothy McDonald, Greti Rieger, Tony Grantham, Barbara Grantham, Don Hughes, 
Bev Hughes, Rachel Shea, John and Marijke Greenway, Jane Borton, Robert Lillico, Paul Barclaire, 
JulieAnne  Phillips, Tony Higgins, John Steinbeck, Annette and Bill Blinko 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The President acknowledged the original owners of the land, the Guringai people. 
 
APOLOGIES 

Heather and Vic Brown, Glen Taylor, Helen and Adrian Thurlowe 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Minutes of the General Meeting on 1st December 2018 were accepted as a true and accurate record 
of the meeting. 
 
ITEMS 

1. Hall Upgrade Project 

The President reported on the Hall upgrade project (roof, deck, southern side walk and new shed).  
Brian Mazlin has prepared revised drawings for the Hall upgrade works, based on feedback from 
members, which were presented to the meeting and will be placed on the website for a 2 week 
period.  Feedback from the membership about the revised plans are to be sent to Assistant 
Secretary Donna Higgins, who will collate feedback comments and any relevant adjustments will 
be made to the plans prior to lodgement.  The DA documents will then be finalised and submitted 
to Council. 

 
2. Pearl Beach-Umina Coastal Track 

The President reiterated the position of the Association, which is that the track is an important 
historic and recreational resource for both residents and visitors and an alternative access route 
between Pearl Beach and Umina.  However, do date in discussions with Mayor Jane Smith, 
Deputy Mayor Chris Holstein and local MLA Liesl Tesch had not been encouraging.  This matter 
will be escalated with Federal Member Lucy Wicks and an article for the Peninsular News. 

 
3. Hall Lighting & Sound Upgrade 

Paul Wickham reported on the lighting and video upgrades proposed for the Hall.  The grant to 
Council prepared by Russell Grove and Paul Wickham yielded grant funds of $6000 from Council 
to be expended by 2020, and to be matched with $3000 from the Association.  Current costing and 
priorities are being prepared by Paul Wickham for the end of February, in preparation for the 
completion of the funding agreement to be signed by June 2019. 
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Gary Phillips reported on his current investigations for sound upgrade options for the Hall, including 
the purchase of a separate mixer to control sound within the Hall, use of a number of microphones, 
connecting sound from any device and the capacity to operate the system by tablet, phone etc.  It 
was noted that Gary Phillips and Paul Wickham would detail priorities and recommendations for 
sound upgrades at the next meeting. 

 
4. PBPA 90th Anniversary 2019 

Jane Clarke introduced Rachel Shea, who is assisting with the Oral History Project as part of the 
90th Birthday Celebrations this year.  Rachel explained that the Heritage Grant application from the 
Council had been successful and that they have received $7000.  Rachel explained that it is 
proving to be a huge enterprise with so many fantastic stories to be told.  It is proposed that a 
number of podcasts will also be produced.  

It was reported that 90th Anniversary merchandise totalling $2930 has been sold to date.  Photos 
of merchandise from around the world are appearing from Pearl Beach travellers and are being put 
on Facebook by Alison Phillips. 

Wine sales have raised $397 and members were encouraged to order online. 

Debaters are needed for the proposed debate.  Those wishing to participate are encouraged to 
contact Jane Clarke or John Hill by the end of February. 

 
5. CCC- Tree and Vegetation 

A submission from the Association in response to the CCC Draft Tree Vegetation and 
Management policy has been prepared by Peggy Todd (Pearl Beach Memorial Tree Walk) and 
assisted by Mary Knaggs (Arboretum) was submitted on 1st February 2019.  Peggy complimented 
the Council on its consultative process assisting the preparation of this submission.  The meeting 
was advised about the Council’s Climate Change Control policy currently on the Council’s website 
for comment. 

 
REPORTS 

Executive 

The President advised meeting that a Finance Working Group (Libby Nelson, Malcolm Davison, Russell 
grove, Jane Clarke) has been established.  A set of guidelines for the group was being prepared and one 
of its roles would be to prepare an annual a budget for the following financial year. 
 
Finance 

The Treasurer reported on income and expenditure and account balances for December 2018 and 
January 2019.  The transfer of accounts to the Bendigo Bank, Ettalong from the Commonwealth Bank, 
Umina was reported and will be completed when all accounts have matured.  A debit card facility for 
Pearl Beach expenses has been established. 

The Treasurer also advised that future financial reports to the Executive and General meetings would be 
for one month in arrears, as there insufficient time to prepare a report up to the preceding month 
(especially when the meeting occurs early in the first week of the month). 
 
Events and Publicity 

Lynne Lillico reported on recent events and in particular the success of the Homeless Backpack Project.  
Future events such as The Two Turkeys’ event on 23 February, Clean Up Australia on 3 March, the 
June Music Festival with Jane Rutter and Simon Tedeski were noted. 
 
Policies & Procedures 
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The Terms of Reference for the three PBPA Sub-committees (Hall Building & Maintenance, Events and 
PBSAG) have been completed as part of the overall Policies and Procedures upgrade.  The operational 
guidelines document including the Hall Booking Policy and Procedures is nearing completion. 
 
Rural Fire Service 

Nil report 
 
Hall Building and Maintenance 

Refer ITEM 1 and ITEM 3. 
 
Ross Christie reported that under the new Hall booking procedures there will be a half hour break 
between bookings to avoid potential overlap and disruption to users.  It was requested that people do not 
come into the Hall if it is booked.  A notice on the Hall door will provide information about current 
bookings.  A calendar is being prepared for the website to assist with Hall bookings.  
 
PBSAG 

Nil report 
 
The GEM 

The summer edition has been distributed.  The editors are requesting items for the Autumn edition due 
to be published in March. 
 
Community Groups 

Aboriginal History Group 
Peggy Todd reported on current and future events and highlighted the success of the Film evenings in 
January and Weaving Workshop, and made a request for suggestions for the proposed Bungaree 
weekend in November.  

Aunty Robyn Read will be invited to the next General Meeting in March to accept the Association cheque 
from Australia Day. 
 
The Arboretum 
Ros Sumner reported that there have been further incidents of defacing trees in the Arboretum.  It was 
noted that the wallaby grass is thriving.  Ros encouraged volunteers to assist with the working bees and 
reported that the Thursday group is still operational. 
 
Bush Care 
Stephen Parsons reported they recently attended the central Coast Wetlands breakfast with the Mayor 
and local environmentalists, instead of the usual bush care monthly activity. 

Stephen informed the meeting about the Clean Up Australia event in Pearl Beach, commencing at 8 30 
am on 3 March at the Hall.  Earlier activities in that week to clean up designated areas are also planned. 
 
Dune Care 
Fay Austin reported that Dune Care will commence on the second Saturday in March.  It was noted that 
there have been various positive comments made about the quality of the dunes at Pearl Beach. 
 
Water watch 
Paul Wickham reported on the rainfall on the Peninsular from August 2018 to January 2019.  Readings 
for the lagoon and Middle Creek have produced poor water reading results. 

The ocean temperatures have been placed on the PBPA website for ready access. 
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Tennis and Bowls 
The meeting was advised about the Social Day on the 24th March. 
 
The Plodders 
Bev Lapacek reported on past and future events, in particular the Mystery Sunset Plod on 18 December 
2018.  Bev reminded the members to check the Hall noticeboard next week for information about future 
Plodders’ events on the third Tuesday each month. 
 
Art and Craft 
Bev Lapacek reminded the meeting about the Art and Craft group meetings from 1 30 – 4 pm each 2nd 
and 4th Tuesday.  
 
Pearl Beach Singers 
Rehearsals for the August Concert commence on 8th February. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

New members were welcomed to the Association: 
- Andrew Cordwell 
- Joanne and Bruce Hambrett 
- Robert Dwyer 
- Phillip Pike. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

Member Paul Barclaire raised traffic and parking concerns particularly in Pearl Parade and Amethyst 
Avenue evident during the busy summer vacation period.  The President advised that there had 
previously been a proposal to extend the current one-way system to address this problem but the 
proposal had not progressed beyond the CCC Traffic Committee.  The President agreed to follow up 
with CCC. 
 
NEXT MEETINGS 

Executive Committee Meeting at 3:00 PM Saturday 2 March 2019 
General Meeting at 5:00 PM 2 March 2019 
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