
Dear members and friends of the Pearl Beach Progress Association, 
  
The origin of the expression ‘May you live in interesting times’ is obscure, but it would be hard to 
imagine a more apt expression to describe our world in early 2020.  Having survived the anxiety and 
threat of the recent devastating bushfires (although as we know very many people were so badly 
affected), we are now facing the new unknown of COVID19.  It seems that, unlike the arbitrary and 
indiscriminate attack of bushfires, the cultural and economic effects of COVID19 (if not the disease 
itself) will affect us all, and if fact is already doing so. 
  
The purpose of this email is to let you know that, given the consistent advice from our governments 
and public health experts, the PBPA Executive Committee have reluctantly agreed to cancel, or at 
least postpone, a number of upcoming community events.  The always popular Easter Book Fair will 
not proceed on Saturday 11 April, which is a serious setback for the Association.  The Book Fair is 
consistently our most effective fundraising event, and this income is essential to support the ongoing 
care and maintenance of our Hall.  We have accumulated a healthy supply of books thanks to the 
generosity of our community (but no more self-help books please, unless they deal with adapting to 
the COVID19 situation), so we are hoping to reschedule the event for later in the year. 
  
Sadly, we have also had to cancel the ANZAC service for April 25, in line with a general directive for 
this to occur across the country. The much anticipated Dead Men Talking show set down for Saturday 
9 May has also been cancelled, although we hope to reschedule this for later in the year.  Please note 
that we have also cancelled the April 4 General Meeting of the Association.  We will miss the 
opportunity for a general catchup with our community, as well as the traditional glass of wine and 
nibbles! 
  
We do live in interesting times, as much as we would probably prefer them to be less 
interesting…  Our situation is subject to daily change, so the best advice we can offer at this stage is 
to stay connected with developments as they occur, spare some time to check on your friends and 
neighbours, and expect further cancellations and postponements.  We will do our best to update the 
PBPA website to reflect these changes as they occur. 
  
Regards 
  
Peter Romey 
President 
Pearl Beach Progress Association 
 


