
The committee set up to organise the Australia Day event 
has reluctantly recommended that the proposed 2018 event 
not proceed, at least in its current form.  In accepting this 
recommendation, the Executive Committee noted that over 
recent years the event has grown beyond the resources and 
capacity of the Association, and that the prudent course 
would be to carefully scale it back to be more of a local 
event for the PB community that can be planned and run 
with fewer resources.  Given that 2019 is also the 90th 
anniversary of the Association, this could provide a special 
local focus, possibly with an associated event in the Hall. 
However, following further discussion, the Executive has 
agreed that the very popular Kids Beach Races should 
continue on Australia Day 2018.  Greg McPhee, Larry 
Nelson and Stephen Parsons have generously agreed to 
organise the beach races, and will no doubt be supported 
by other volunteers.  The Executive has also agreed to have 
a barbecue lunch at the Hall, which will provide a focus for 
our community on this important day in our calendar. 
                                                                     Peter Romey 
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PRESIDENT’S REFLECTIONS 2017

PIM’S AWARD

Those of you who attended the PBPA Annual General 
Meeting in October will have noted that my President’s 
Report was very much a reflection on the last 12 months. 
The many matters for noting included some important 
public realm improvements that were implemented over 
the course of the year. This included landscaping works 
along the beach side of Pearl Parade, the long awaited 
playground constructed between the tennis courts and the 
beachfront defibrillator installed in a purpose-built housing 
adjacent to the amenities block. The events program 
included the Glee Club Concerts, Book Fair, Jazz in the 
Arboretum, Food and Wine Fare, Anzac Day ceremony and

many more. All of which proved very popular gatherings for 
not only our community but many from beyond Pearl 
Beach. The AGM marked the commencement of a new term 
for the Executive Committee, with some changes in 
membership.  Donna Higgins has taken on the role as 
Assistant Secretary, replacing Jane Clarke who made an 
enormous contribution during her time on the committee, 
and we also welcome new member Gary Phillips. I look 
forward to working with the new committee,and thank the 
previous members and immediate past President Ross 
Christie for their support.  
                                                                     Peter Romey 

NEIGHBOUR ALERT
The Pearl Beach Safety Advisory Group (PBSAG) held its 
first Neighbour Alert (NA) community meeting in August.   
Guest speakers included the Acting Manager for RFS 
Central Coast, Shane Geerin, who explained that Pearl 
Beach rated ‘Very High’ with respect to bush fire danger 
and was prominent in the RFS internal Risk Management 
Plan. He emphasised the importance of having a Bush Fire 
Survival Plan and having several sources of information to 
access the status of a bushfire alert. Senior Constable Kelly 
McGann from Gosford Police then spoke, supporting the 
RFS message adding some key points; if our roads are 
closed don’t attempt to use them, as queues make matters 
worse and don’t ring 000 unless it’s an emergency, as lines 
get blocked and genuine calls can’t get through. Both 
presenters underlined the value of a community network 
that enables residents to work together in an emergency.  
Dave Kennedy from PBSAG presented the NA initiative to 
the 30 volunteer Street Contacts present. Packs of material, 
(an explanatory ‘procedures’ letter, contact information 
forms and fridge magnets with emergency contact 
information) were handed out to the Street Contacts, for 
onward delivery to their neighbours. Since August, over 200 
PB households have registered to be involved in NA, so 
thanks go to the 40 Street Contacts who have done an 
amazing job door knocking in their streets. 

PBSAG has produced two whiteboards, one to be placed at 
the beach amenity block and one outside the Hall during a 
bush fire, displaying the current situation and the relevant 
‘Alert’ level.   Watch out for the ‘Must Have’ bags, which 
have just arrived. These are designed to contain personal 
documents and items that form part of your Emergency 
Survival Kit. They cost $10 each, with a donation going to 
the local brigade and will be for sale from December. 
                                                                        Carolyn Everett

 FIRST AID COURSE
In October the PBSAG organised a full day national 
accredited ‘Provide First Aid’ course. 19 Pearl Beach 
residents attended with the cost partly funded for Progress 
members, by both the PBPA and PBSAG. This followed the 
42 attendees of the ‘Emergency Care First Aid’ course held 
in June.  Both courses were run by professional trainers 
from the Surf Life Training Academy.  During the last 12 
months information and training sessions have been locally 
organised, demonstrating the practical basic application of 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation and defibrillation to some 80 
Pearl Beach residents. 
                                                              Richard Stewart 

AUSTRALIA DAY  
2018



On 20th August, 60 volunteers and guests attended the 
celebration of the Crommelin Native Arboretum’s 41st 
Anniversary. We welcomed Lucy Wicks our Federal 
Member and a number of Council candidates. A great thank 
you to all the helpers for the Anniversary BBQ. We all had a 
fabulous day. 
                                                                     Ann Parsons 
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V  A  L  E

ERINA FREEMAN  
Erina and husband Les moved to Pearl Beach in 1997 and 
quickly involved themselves into village life. Erina enjoyed 
swimming and walking with the PB Plodders. She was a 
founding member of both Friday Pilates and more recently 
the Ladies Bowling Group. Erina passed away on her 88th 
birthday on 6th September.


IRENE RENNIE 

Irene moved to Pearl Beach to live with her son Van Davy and 
quickly embraced Pearl Beach life, joining the PB Singers 
and participating in the Craft Group activities. Irene was a 
spirited person taking up many causes and as an educator 
she understood the importance of intellectual honesty. Irene 
passed away on 8th September aged 96 after a short illness. 


BARBARA DUGGAN 

With husband Peter, Barbara and their young son migrated 
from England as ‘ten pound Poms’.  After visiting friends at 
Pearl Beach they purchased a block of land in Tourmaline 
Avenue.  Both Pete and Barbara were keen amateur actors 
and they took part in singing, dancing and theatrical activity 
at Pearl Beach. Barbara died on Friday, 29th September. 


CHARMIAN JAGGER 
Charmie died at her home in Cornelian Road on Wednesday 
8th November aged 94.   Charmie and her husband Walter 
purchased their weekender 50 years ago, and eventually 
built their permanent home here.  Charmie, a pianist and 
Walter a flautist were fine musicians and performed together 
with many ensembles, she maintained her interest in music 
and could often be heard playing her baby grand piano. 


ARBO 41st ANNIVERSARY

Our website has been up and running for the past year, with 
a total of 5,294 visits with an average of 440 monthly hits 
per month.  The busiest month was in September with 900 
people visiting the site. 

The top three most visited pages were: 
Home: 3202  •  Events: 2153  • Arboretum: 1306 
Devices used to access the site: 
Desktop computer: 60% • Mobile Device: 31% • Tablet: 19% 

Congratulations and thanks to the website volunteer team 
for keeping the information up to date and maintaining the 
site. Vic Clarke (Webmaster), Alison Phillips (Events), Greg 
McPhee (Safety Group), Ann Parsons (Arboretum and 
Bushcare) and Ian Butler (Technical Advice). 

Remember to check out our website –– and keep up to date 
on social events, PBPA meeting minutes, community 
groups, and general news. 
                                                                      Jane Clarke 

MAYOR TO VISIT US
The recently elected and inaugural Mayor of the Central 
Coast Council, Councillor Jane Smith, has advised us that 
she will attend the General Meeting of the Progress 
Association on February 3, 2018.  The Mayor has a keen 
interest in Pearl Beach and an awareness of how much our 
community values the wonderful place in which we live, 
and will be keen to hear our thoughts about this and the 
future of the broader Central Coast area. 
                                                                     Peter Romey

Our permanent population has increased by 30 since the 
2011 census and by 63 since 2006.  This is a 13% increase 
over the past decade.  As this is a net change, i.e. it includes 
people who have moved out or died, this means that more 
than 63 people have moved to Pearl Beach over 10 years 
and  our occupancy rate has increased from 35% a decade 
ago to 40%.  Over time the number under 25 years has 
remained fairly constant, but there are decreasing numbers 
in the age 25-54 group; from 135 in 2011 (and 2006) to 119 
now.  Interestingly, the 55-64 age group has changed little. 
(from 80 in 2006 to 88 in 2016)  The significant change is the 
extra numbers in the 65-79 group: from 127 in 2006 to 199 
now, i.e. 72 more people.  64% of our population is now over 
55 yrs. compared to 27% in Australia as a whole. In addition, 
our over 80s has increased from 40 in 2006 to 62 now. 
All of these movements significantly affect our average age 
which has increased from 59 years in 2006 to age 63 now.  
In comparison, Australia’s average of 38 years hasn’t 
changed in the past 10 years.   
In summary, we have a large cohort of 65-79 year olds 
moving up through our population.    By the next census 
our cohort of over 80 years is likely to increase by up to 20 
people to about 80.    
                                                              Ros Sumner 

PEARL BEACH CENSUS 2016



 Social Highlights

Glee Club
A big thank you to all the locals who attended and 
helped in making the August concerts among the best 
ever, with $5000 raised for Hall maintenance. The choir 
was energised by the enthusiasm and lusty vocal 
encouragement of the audience who got involved in 
the Show Biz theme. This energy,coupled with local 
identities in some fun skits and complemented by 
awesome talent from guests, has left us all feeling quite 
exhilarated and Pearl Beach much the richer.  
If any locals would like to join the group, please contact 
Bev Lapacek on 0439 623 818.                     John Irvine           

PAT EVERETT

PAT EVERETT

The inaugural PB screening of The Wharf Review was held in August. Billed 
as ’An evening at the theatre on screen’, it was a fun filled and laugh out 
loud night. Many thanks to all who helped with the set up and to Grant 
Dodwell director of Australian National Theatre Live for an impressive and 
professional event.                                                                      Annie Karbowiak 

Wharf Review
Tennis Social Day

PAT EVERETT

The PBT&R Club Social Day held in September had both wonderful 
support and weather. A total of 60 people attended for tennis, bowls or 
just a great BBQ thanks to our chefs, Robert and John. 
Tennis Winners: Trish Henderson and Kevin Newes-Smith. Bowls 
Winners: Lee McKenzie and Albert Strykovski.                   Paul Blinkhorn. 
                                                                                                   

Jazz in the Arboretum

GARY PHILLIPS

The concert was terrific and we have received great feedback from the 
audience.  The raffle made $1215 and a cheque was presented to Matt 
Lowe who represented the PB Volunteer Fire Brigade at the November 
PBPA General Meeting.                                                                   Lynne Lillico 

                                                                

The  
     Art  

          Fair

The 18 local artisans exhibiting and selling their work were delighted with 
the success of the fair, held over the October long weekend.  The raffle prize 
was a painting by local artist Madeline who generously donated her 
painting ‘Flood Plains on the Moyal River, Northern Territory’. The raffle 
raised $2,530.00 for MS Australia Research - fabulous effort by all of the 
raffle sellers.                                                                                            Lynne Lillico 
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THE PEARL BEACH PROGRESS ASSOCIATION OBJECTIVES  

To promote the best interests of our rate payers and residents 
To protect and enhance its environment  and encourage nature conservation 

To manage the Memorial Community Hall  
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COMMUNITY GROUP CONTACTS 
Arboretum:  Ros Sumner - 0418 896 639 

Plodders and Craft Group:  Bev Lapacek - 0439 623 818 
Bushcare: Stephen Parsons - 0448 751 595 

Dune Care: Fay Austin - 4341 7669 
Playgroup: Dawn Baker - 0408 786 878 

Tennis Club Bookings: Judy McFarlane – 0418 436 225  
Tennis Club Coaching: Kerrie  0438 358 225 or Mitch  0434 838 496 

MEMORIAL HALL EVENTS

December 
PROGRESS MEETING 

Saturday 2nd at 5pm 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Saturday 9th at 6.30pm 

Cost $40 
Bookings  0439 623 818 

FAMILY CAROLS 
Friday 22nd at 6-7pm 

SUMMER BOOK SALE 
Wednesday 27th at 8am-2pm 

January 
AUSTRALIA DAY COMMUNITY BBQ 

Friday 26th at 12pm 

February 
PROGRESS MEETING 

Saturday 3rd at 5pm 

December 
FAMILY BINGO 
Wednesday 27th at 5-6pm 

January 
RUMPELSTILTSKIN MOVIE 
Wednesday 3rd at 10am-12.30pm 

FAMILY BINGO 
Wednesday 3rd at 5-6pm 

MAKE AND FLY A KITE 
Friday 5th at 10am-12pm (PBMH then beachfront) 

MAGIC SHOW 
Wednesday 10th at 10am-11am 

FAMILY BINGO 
Wednesday 10th at 5-6pm 

FAMILY BEACH SAFETY 
Friday 12th at 10am-12pm (PBMH then beachfront) 
  
ASTRONOMY FOR KIDS 
 Tuesday 16th at 7.45-10pm (PBMH then beachfront) 

ART CLASS WITH MARIJKE 
Wednesday 17th at 10am-12pm 

FAMILY BINGO 
Wednesday 17th at 5-6pm 

HOLIDAY TENNIS CAMP 
January 1st,  3rd and 5th at Pearl Beach Tennis Courts 

AUSTRALIA DAY KIDS BEACH RACES 
Friday 26th at 8.15am for REGISTRATIONS outside amenities block 
Fun races for kids up to 14 yrs 
Participants to be accompanied by an adult 
   

For booking and cost details and further information on 
all events go to:  pearlbeachprogress.org.au


