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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2017-18 

The Association had another busy year, reflecting the energy and enthusiasm of its members for events and 
other projects to bring them together. 

Possibly the event that created the most interest (and popular support) was the Australia Day celebration, held 
on the reserve and the beach itself on 26 January.  The Australia Day celebrations had grown steadily in both 
scope and complexity over recent years.  Due to concerns amongst those charged with organising the event, 
the Executive Committee had initially decided to cancel the public celebrations on the beachfront for January 
2018, and to restart Australia Day as a smaller, more community based, event in 2019. 

However, the Pearl Beach community responded to the challenge, and in a short period of time the necessary 
approvals and arrangements had been put in place for Australia Day to proceed, albeit on a much smaller scale, 
on 26 January 2018.  Comprising the Kids Races on the beach and a community barbecue, the event was an 
outstanding success and provided a sustainable model for the event to continue into the future.  Particular 
thanks are due to Greg McPhee, Larry Nelson, Peggy Todd and their band of enthusiastic helpers for organising 
the event in such a short time frame. 

The events program was again a very busy one.  Lynne Lillico and the members of the Events Committee 
continue to devote an enormous amount of time and skill to the program, and there is rarely a weekend where 
there is not some event occurring in the Hall or the Arboretum.  The Glee Club concert Around the World in 80 
Minutes and the Hot Dogs on Parade event were outstandingly successful, and regular events such as the 
Anzac Day ceremony, the Food and Wine Fair and Easter Book Fair again proved very popular and successful 
gatherings for not only the community but for many from beyond Pearl Beach.  The Association particularly 
appreciates the contribution of those who sponsor these events, which are too many to name, but the regular 
generosity of Pearl Beach Real Estate warrants particular recognition.  These events enrich the social life of 
Pearl Beach and reinforce our sense of community. 

A significant development in the organisation of events was the decision by the Executive Committee to set up 
a trial of electronic ticketing for selected events.  After a detailed study by Gary Phillips it was decided that the 
Eventbrite website be used for the trial, and to date the outcomes have been very positive notwithstanding 
that some event attendees prefer to use more traditional methods of purchasing tickets.  Appreciation is due 
to Gary and Alison for their efforts in managing the trial. 

Outside the major events, our numerous community groups continued their important work of providing the 
members of the Association with a diverse range of activities from which to choose, including the Arboretum, 
Bush Care, Dune Care, Tennis and Bowls, Plodders, the Aboriginal History and Guringai People Working Groups, 
Ma Jong and the Craft Group.  Thanks are due to the dedicated organisers who quietly manage these activities 
to the ongoing benefit of the community. 

The residents of Pearl Beach continue to be grateful for the wonderful work of the men and women of the 
Rural Fire Brigade, and the Association supports the group through fund raising activities.  The Pearl Beach 
Safety Advisory Group (PBSAG) has been actively working with the RFS to develop a more effective strategy for 
alerting the community about the impending danger posed by bush fire.  PBSAG has also organised a number 
of other important community safety initiatives, including CPR and defibrillator training. 

During the year the longstanding editors of The Gem, Carolyn and Patrick Everett, announced their intention to 
hand over responsibility for the newsletter.  Fortunately, the role has been taken up by Donna Higgins and 
Beverley Kingston, and the eagerly awaited winter edition of The Gem was produced by the new editorial team 
to the standard with which the Pearl Beach community has become accustomed.  The past efforts of Patrick 
and Carolyn, as well as the willingness of Donna and Beverley to take over the role, are greatly appreciated. 
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A major achievement for the Association in 2017-18 was the adoption of a new Constitution, based on the 
Model Constitution for community associations and a mandatory requirement of NSW Fair Trading.  A working 
group coordinated by Jane Clarke and Gabby Crompton was set up to draft the document and to coordinate 
input from the membership.  The process was complex and ran over a period of six months or so, but the new 
Constitution was adopted as a Special Resolution by the membership at the April General Meeting. 

During the year a number of issues were raised that are of concern to the members of the Association, and we 
have continued to pursue these with the relevant authorities, in particular the new amalgamated Central Coast 
Council.  These issues include the condition of the old Pearl Beach-Umina coast track, the intersection of Pearl 
Beach Drive and Patonga Drive, the condition of the edges of Diamond Road, the installation of recycling bins 
on the beachfront, the proliferation of holiday letting signs within the village and the condition of the lagoon.  
Some of these issues have been satisfactorily resolved, while others continue to be subject to ongoing liaison.  
However, the Association does appreciate the interest of CCC Mayor Councillor Jane Smith and MLA for 
Gosford Liesl Tesch, both of whom attended a General Meeting and engaged in frank discussions with the 
members. 

The financial situation of the Association remains sound.  Our fundraising activities raised an impressive $27k 
net during the 2017-18 financial year, and our cash assets are approximately $100k.  Our auditors Thomas 
Davis and Co have certified that our financial management and accountability is compliant with the required 
standard for community organisation.  The Association appreciates the support of the auditors in providing this 
service on a pro bono basis. 

In early 2018 the Association was able to negotiate a new Public Risk and Hall insurance policy though local 
brokers Markey.  This change meant not only reduced premiums but it also removed the requirement for 
casual hirers of the Hall for events such as weddings to take out single event insurance, which was clearly a 
disincentive to these important users of our Hall.  The work of Malcolm Davison and Ross Christie in arranging 
this improved insurance outcome is appreciated. 

Whilst the public face of the Association is more obvious through its events, other work done on liaison with 
local and state government, financial, secretarial, Hall management and legal matters is less conspicuous but 
no less significant.  I acknowledge therefore the contribution of a skilled and hardworking Executive team: 

 Malcolm Davison and Russell Grove    Vice-Presidents 

 Gabby Crompton      Secretary 

 Donna Higgins      Assistant Secretary 

 Elizabeth Nelson      Treasurer 

 Lynne Lillico       Events and Publicity 

 Di Swalwell, Barry Marks, Beverley Kingston, Gary Phillips General Members 

I thank the Executive, the members of the various PBPA subcommittees and community groups, all of whom 
put in enormous effort and commitment during the year to keep the myriad activities of the Association on 
track.  I also thank the broader membership of the Association for their support, and look forward to another 
year of working with the Pearl Beach community. 

Peter Romey 

President 
September 2018 
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