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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Many Pearl Beach residents will be aware that over recent months the Progress Association has raised a number of concerns 
and suggestions with the Central Coast Council, and I have written a number of letters to the Council asking for its 
response. The members had the opportunity to put some of these concerns directly to the Mayor, Councillor Jane Smith, 
when she attended our February meeting. The Association has now received a comprehensive letter from Councillor Smith, 
in which she provides specific responses to these concerns. In some cases the responses are positive. (For example in regard 
to works to improve the intersection between Pearl Beach Drive and Patonga Drive, the Pearl Beach Lagoon and recycling 
bins at the beach). In other respects the responses are less definitive and we will need to wait for further developments. The 
Association is very appreciative that our concerns are being taken seriously and looks forward to working with the Council. 
The letter from Councillor Smith has been uploaded to the Association’s website at www.pbpaprogress.org.au   
          -- Peter Romey

CHANGE OF EDITORS

After four years as editors of the GEM, Caroline and Patrick Everett have 
decided it is time to move on. With years of expertise between them, 
the Everetts have produced a high quality publication and the standard 
they achieved will be difficult to equal. We thank them for their passion 
and dedication in reporting the goings on of Pearl Beach.  Starting with 
this edition, the GEM will now be produced by Donna Higgins and Bev 
Kingston with desk top designer Cassie Phillips. In true Pearl Beach style, 
we welcome all suggestions and contributions- ranging from serious to 
more light-hearted topics. Contact us via the Pearl Beach website or leave 
us a note in the post box at the Hall. 

ANZAC DAY COMMEMORATION 2018

Well over 100 people gathered for the 2018 Anzac Day Commemoration 
Service including Pearl Beach locals, Peninsula residents and holiday 
makers. Chris Masters delivered a thought provoking Anzac Day Address 
on the “Anzac Citizen.”

Umina Beach Public School students Jessica and Emma shared their 
“Coming Home” essays. From Gosford High School, Jackson performed 
The Last Post on the trumpet with Paul Barclaire on flag duty. With Jean 
Irvine as an accompanist, the Pearl Beach Singers lead the gathering in 
traditional Anzac choral pieces and David Todd performed a solo rendition 
of “White Cliffs of Dover” on his clarinet.

Representatives from the Pearl Beach Progress Association, Umina Beach 
Public School and local, state and federal elected officials laid wreaths. The 
event would not have been possible without the generous contribution 
of many people including: Peter Romey, Greg McPhee, Di McGregor, 
Malcolm Davidson, Heather Brown, Frank and Carol Long, Robert and 
Lynne Lillico. Peggy Todd and her band of helpers generously provided 
morning tea after the service.

To read Christ Master’s address in full, go to the PBPA website. 

It was again a privilege and honour to prepare 
and preside at the Service. Thank you to all those 
who attended and espressed their appreciation, 
which makes out efforts worthwhile. 
-- Russell Grove, Convenor

Would you like to know more about Pearl 
Beach issues and events? Make your first 

stop the Pearl Beach Progress Association 
website. 

www.pearlbeachprogress.org.au

A massive shout-out to goes out to Vic 
and Jane Clarke who have spent countless 

hours developing this digital resource. 

T H E  P E A R L  B E A C H 
GEM NEWSLETTER
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‘Aboriginal people left traces 
of their lives in the rock faces 
everywhere they went and 
rock art plays a role in the 
definition of territory and 
identity. The hand stencils, 
using liquid ochre, were 
made by groups of people to 
record their visits to these 
rock galleries.’

VALE

Reuel, Antony Holmes Davis (Nibbs) 11 April 1932 
- 14 April 2018 lived in Crystal. Originally from 
the UK, he belonged to one of the legendary party  
groups in the old days. More recently he joined the 
Men’s Bowls Players. ‘ A lovely man and great fun, very 
well spoken’.

Claire State pioneered the use of ultrasound in NSW. 
She and George married in December 1956 and retired 
eventually to the home built originally by George’s 
parents overlooking the Green Point Creek Lagoon. 
Her funeral was held in Terry Hills on 29 March.

Cedric Carle 1929 – 2018 served from the late 1980’s 
was an honorary architect to the Progress Association. 
He was responsible for major renovations to the hall, 
restoring the interior, bringing the toilets indoors, and 
building the disabled access.

PEARL BEACH
‘

HOT DOGS ON 
PARADE’

....paws for a cause....

To celebrate the International 
Year of the Dog bring your 
favourite pet to the Pearl 
Beach Tennis Club Reserve on 
Sunday 26th August 2018 10 am 
– 12 noon, registration is at 9 
am. Access is via Tourmaline 
Avenue.
Due to the generous sponsorship 
of PBPA and others, all monies 
raised will go to Guide Dogs 

NSW/ACT. We are going out 
of our way to include everyone: 
dogs, whether they are toys, 
ornaments or pets - or humans, 
wearing ‘dog-inspired’ hats or 
clothing!! Guest judges will give 
ribbons for many categories 
and the ‘Dodgy Bookies’ have 
started a new business - the 
‘Phoney AwardsRus’ - so you can 
award your own ribbon to your 
favourite entrant, eat a hot dog for 
a donation and have your photo 
taken at our photo booth. We  
hope to have some guide dogs in 
attendance. This event is for Pearl 
Beach villagers (permanent or 
part time), friends and families 
only!!

$5 Registration fee per category 
entry or pre-book by telephone 
– 0408 433 129

PEARL BEACH ABORIGINAL 
HISTORY GROUP

Sunday 9th August
Join us for a 9km walk (medium difficulty)

- meet at Pearl Beach Memorial Hall at 8.30 or
- meet at Jerry’s Café at Kulnura at 9am.

Lunch and Q&A AT Jerry’s Café at1.00pm
Bob Pankhurst will lead the 3 hour Walking Tour.

Numbers are limited.
Bookings: pbpaboriginalhistorygroup@gmail.com

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY IMPAIRED BY 
NEGLECTED COASTAL TRACK

This year more than 20 local school students participated in the 
National Walk to School Day. The students (from Umina Beach 
Primary, Brisbane Waters High and St John the Baptist) relied solely
on the coastal track from Pearl Beach to Umina. “The whole point of 
the Walk to School Safely Day is to get kids out and exercising,” said 
local resident and group organiser Brenda Orlowski .

The track is heritage-listed because it was the original road into 
Pearl Beach but it is desperately in need of some maintenance. To 
complete their journey the youngsters had to pass crumbling cliffs,
narrow ledges with sheer drops and walk along the edge of a busy 
narrow road. Yet it is used daily by walkers and cyclists.

When Council installed barriers to close it in 1998, the barriers 
were simply walked around and the track restored by persistent use. 
Local residents have recently nominated it for development through 
“Our Coast, Our Pathways” project. The Council states that it is not 
an official footpath and there are no current proposals to upgrade 
it. (See the Mayor’s responses to Progress questions on the website.)

LIBRARY VAN VISITS PEARL 
BEACH FORTNIGHTLY

The Central Coast Council Library Van visits Pearl 
Beach every 2nd Thursday (green bin week) from 10.30 
– 11am outside the Community Hall. The Van carries 
a changing selection of books, including audio and 
large print books and DVD’S, available for loan on a 4 
weekly basis.
For further information, including the Home Library 
Service for residents who are housebound, please 
telephone the Outreach Services Librarian on 4304 
7337.

-- credit: Pim Sarti
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OPERA IN THE ARBORETUM- 24TH MARCH 
2018

On behalf of the Rotary Club of Woy Woy, I would like to thank 
the Pearl Beach residents for their continued support of the Opera 
in the Arboretum. For this, our thirteenth opera, we nearly sold 
out, and those who attended felt it was the best yet. Based on this 
positive feedback we have booked the arboretum again for the 16th 
March 2019. We have already booked three of the singers!! Money 
raised went to local and international charities.

-- John Greenway, Event Coordinator

AN ISLAND HOLIDAY MAY 7-12TH

Lead by our “Fearless Leader” Bev Lapacek, a party of 24 hardy 
souls, mostly from Pearl Beach, with friends from as far afield as 
Port Macquarie and Brisbane, spent six days on LORD HOWE 
ISLAND. Lord Howe is a small speck in the Tasman Sea, some 770 
km NE of Sydney, in line with Port Macquarie. It has a temperate 
climate and has been popular with holidaymakers for many years 
for the variety of water sports and interesting walks. And just think, 
no mobile phone and limited internet for a whole week!

Bev booked us into Somerset, a comfortable, self-catering 
lodge and led us on a number of Plods to various places of 
interest also a two-hour bus trip conducted by a 6th generation 
islander who entertained us with stories of the island’s  
history. Our short holiday was a great success and we look forward 
to learning of plans for Bev’s next trip.  -- Di and Tony McGregor

“My thanks to the Pearl Beach Progress 
Association for the opportunity to perform in 
the scholarship competition on Sunday - it was 

a great experience. I am now looking forward to 
performing an encore and joining in the fun at 
the Around The World in Eighty Minutes Glee 

Club show on Saturday the 25th of August. I will 
perform Your Song by Elton John (both singing 
and playing piano), as well as Billy Joel’s Angry 

Young Man.”

-- With much appreciation and warm regards, Aaron Carey

DISCO DINNER DANCE

A happy crowd danced the night away on 12 May at 
the Disco Dinner Dance in the Memorial Hall. Jamie 
Cartner prepared a great selection of 70’s and 80’s songs 
and music that encouraged the crowd to get up and 
move! It was great to see new faces and the costumes 
that brought back memories of those years. Catering 
was by Family Affair Spit Roast.

-- Lynne Lillico

TENNIS/BOWLS NEWS

Our social day on April 22nd was very well attended 
and we were blessed with beautiful Pearl Beach weather. 
Our tennis winners were Bev Waugh and Stephen 
Parson who couldn’t believe his luck. The bowls 
competition was won by Jannette Gatt and Robert 
Lillico. The bowlers are very happy with the recently 
resurfaced green.
Thanks to all the helpers, especially Heather and Vic 
Brown who again managed the bar.

-- Paul Blinkhorne, Club President

SPANISH AFTERNOON TEA 
CONCERT

The Afternoon Tea Espanola was a WOW event from 
start to spectacular end.  A full hall discovered Spanish 
Music through the magic of strings, guitar, cajon, 
piano and Flamenco dance with Peter Garrity and 
his musician friends. Chachy Penalver, a Venezuelan 
who has devoted most of her life to dance absolutely 
stunned the audience culminating in a finale that led 
to a standing ovation, stomping for more!

Spanish Inspired finger food that some thought had 
been professionally catered –not so - thanks to all who 
contributed - and the welcome glass of Sangria were 
well received. Professional hall lighting enhanced the 
mood, thanks to Paul and Greti. Pearl Beach events 
and concerts are attracting a wider audience which 
means the locals need to book early. 

-- Lynne Lillico

MUSIC IN THE HALL

Large audiences filled the Pearl Beach Memorial Hall over the 
weekend of 26 and 27 May enjoying amazing performances by 
accomplished young musicians.
The Junior Showcase Concert held on Saturday is now in it’s 6th 
year and offers Central Coast students aged between 7 and 12 
years, the opportunity to perform in front of an audience. On 
Sunday eight students competed for the 13th annual Pearl Beach 
Music Scholarship of $1,000. The students all from local colleges 
and schools performed a varied program including piano and 
voice, and strings with piano accompaniment by Lilli Naulu. 
The adjudicator was Mr Steven Stanke. This year’s scholarship 
recipient, pianist Aaron Carey played Overture by Australian 
composer Philip Johnson and Billy Joel’s Angry Young Man. The 
annual Irvine piano scholarship of $80 (generously sponsored 
by the Irvine Family in memory of their parents) was presented 
to piano student, Kimberley Gilbert. For the “People’s Choice 
Award” valued at $250, the audience chose Aaron Carey.  
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2018 PEARL BEACH COMMUNITY 
EVENTS

August
Pearl Beach Singers present

“Around The World in 80 Minutes”
Fri 24th at 7.30pm & Saturday 25th at 2.30pm

Memorial Hall
Adults: $25 Children: $10
Enquiries: 0487 444 357

Book Online: www.pearlbeachprogress.org.au/events

“Hot Dogs On Parade”
...Paws for a Cause...

Proceeds to Guide Dogs NSW/ACT
Sunday 26th at 9am till 12 Noon

Tennis Club Reserve
Registration: $5 per dog

Pre-Bookings: 0408 433 129

September
Pearl Beach Food & Wine Fare

Saturday 22nd at 10am till 5pm
Memorial Hall

Proceeds to Memorial Hall Upkeep
Enquiries: 4344 2319

Jazz In The Arboretum
‘It Takes Two to Tango’ with

Monica Trapaga & James Greening Band
Sunday 30th at 2.30pm

Entry: Adults - $45 / Child under 15 - $15
Group of 10 or more - $40 each

Venue: Crommelin Native Arboretum 

Bring a picnic, rug and chairs.
Enquiries: 4344 2319 or 0487 444 537

Book Online: www.pearlbeachprogress.org.au/events

October
‘Showoffs Art Exhibition’

Marijike Greenway & Pim Sarti
October Long Weekend
Fri 28th / Opening 6pm

Sat 29th / Sun 30th & Mon 1st November
at 10am to 4pm

Exhibition and sale at Memorial Hall

MEMBERSHIP REMINDERS

Is your Pearl Beach Progress Association membership due 
now?
If you have not received an email regarding your 
membership recently it is because you have paid until 2019 
or beyond. If you have an email address, please include 
it on your form, as email communication is the fastest 
and most economical way for the progress association 
to communicate with you. For queries contact pbpa.
assistsec16@gmail.com or leave a message in the letter box 
at the Community Hall.

CROMMELIN NATIVE ARBORETUM

You are invited to 42nd Anniversary of the establishment 
of the Crommelin Native Arboretum Inc on Sunday 19th 
August at 11am at Crommelin Cottage (in the Arboretum).

Free BBQ and Refreshments
Parking available at the Tennis Courts

RSVP by 12th August for catering purposes

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING
 
All members are invited to attend the Arboretum’s AGM 
on 15TH September 2018 at 4pm in the Pearl Beach 
Community Hall at 9 Diamond Road, Pearl Beach.

Please complete a nomination form if you would like to 
become a member of the management committee, and 
submit it to the secretary at the above address, not less 
than 7 days prior to the meeting.
-- Ann Parsons, Honorary Secretary

pearlbeacharboretum@gmail.com
0409 249 046 4342 3943

Membership is open for guests to join the Arboretum 
and application forms will be available on the day.

COMMUNITY GROUP CONTACTS

Arboretum: Ros Sumner - 0418 896 939
Bushcare: Stephen Parsons - 0448 751 595
Dune Care: Faye Austin - 4341 7669
Art/Craft Group: Bev Lapacek - 0439 623 818
Mahjong: Shirley Green - 0490 831 523
Plodders Group: Bev Lapacek - 0439 623 818
Playgroup: Dawn Baker - 0408 786 878
Tennis Club Bookings: Judy Mcfarlane - 0418 436 225
Tennis Club Coaching: Kerrie (0438 358 225) or Mitch 
(0434 838 496).

Final date for next issue content is 14th September.
No material may be reproduced without prior written 
permission of the publisher. 

Published by Pearl Beach Progress Association INC
9 Diamond Road Pearl Beach 2256

Website: pearlbeachprogress.org.au


